Usutu \[oo-sooʹtoo\] Virus
==========================

Usutu virus ([Figure](#F1){ref-type="fig"}), named for the Usutu River in Swaziland, is a mosquitoborne flavivirus closely related to Japanese encephalitis virus, West Nile virus, Murray Valley encephalitis virus, and St. Louis encephalitis virus. Usutu virus was first isolated in 1959 from *Culex neavei* mosquitoes in South Africa. The first recognized infection in a human was in an African man with fever and rash in 1959 but was not reported until 1981.
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In 2001, Usutu virus emerged in Europe, when it was identified as the etiologic agent of bird---mainly blackbird---mortality. Retrospective analysis of archived tissue samples from wild bird deaths in the Tuscany region of Italy in 1996, however, revealed an earlier introduction of the virus to Europe. It was not thought to be associated with severe or fatal disease in humans until a neuroinvasive infection was reported to have occurred in an Italian woman in 2009.
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